TO GOD BE THE GLORY

Text: Matt 6:13b 
Readings: 1 Chronicles 29:10-20, Rev 22:12-21
Heidelberg Catechism LD 52 Q’s 128-129
Theme: In prayer we acknowledge God's kingdom, power, glory, eternity and faithfulness.
Purpose: To recall to mind God's character so we might trust him and praise him. 


Before reading: If you look at Matthew chapter 6 verse 13 you won't find the usual conclusion to the Lord’s Prayer; nor will you find it in Luke’s version of this prayer. (Luke 11:2ff). In the NIV the concluding words of Matthew 6:13 are placed in a footnote; “For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” The ESV does the same and the NASB has this phrase in square brackets. This is because these words do not appear in the early manuscripts of the Greek text of this gospel. 
Yet we will consider them for four reasons: first, they are a very familiar part of the Lord's Prayer. Second, they express clear Biblical truth. Third, they are very similar to words that are found in many other places in the Bible; in fact they are a shortened version of the words we read earlier from 1 Chronicles 29:11, "Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor." Fourth, these words were added to the Lord's Prayer by Christians as early as the second century. From the earliest times it was the custom of the church to close the Lord's prayer with this statement of praise to God. 


Read: Matt 6:9-13 and HC LD 52 Q’s 128&129

One of the slogans of the Protestant Reformation was the Latin phrase, Soli Deo Gloria, which means, To God alone be the glory. 
That phrase sums up one of the great themes of the Bible; God must receive all praise, honour and glory, in our lives, in our churches and in the whole world. 

The Lord’s Prayer begins on this note - “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name”; and it concludes with the same emphasis – “For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.”

This is a fitting conclusion to the Lord's Prayer. We begin by asking that God’s name be hallowed and then we close by doing this ourselves with this statement of praise. We begin and end this prayer by considering God and his character, God and his greatness. 
We will see that God is king, he is powerful, he is glorious, he is eternal and he is faithful.

1. GOD IS KING - "Yours is the kingdom".

a. When we looked at the petition, "Your kingdom come", we saw that the kingdom of God is about God’s rule in this universe. The kingdom of God is his people, in his place, under his rule. God is ruling and reigning. He is the Lord and King. He is in charge and in control.  Everything in all of creation is under His authority. He has all power and all sovereignty.

b. The Kingdom is also about the rule of the Lord Jesus Christ. God the Father has handed the kingdom to his Son and he must reign until He has destroyed his enemies and put all things under his feet. Jesus Christ is King. He has risen from the dead and he is Lord. 

c. This kingdom begins within each Christian. It begins with a changed heart which is evident in a renewed life. Each one of us who believes is a citizen of this kingdom, a citizen of heaven. 
Each one of us must live this out in our lives, our families and in our church. But we also need to live this out in our place of work and study, in our community and in our society. 
The kingdom of God is seen in righteousness, peace, joy, kindness, justice, mercy, holiness, self-control and love. God uses us to extend his kingdom and to make it visible in the world.  

d. The kingdom is not always as visible as we would like it to be; we don't always see this kingdom so clearly.
We know that the Lord was king over Israel throughout the Old Testament period. 
We also know that he will be recognised as King when Jesus returns and his kingdom is completed.
But we don't always see that kingdom here and now. 
Yet the Scriptures assure us that God is king and Jesus is ruling. So when we pray, “yours is the kingdom”, we are making a statement of faith, this is what we believe. 
God, through his Son, is ruling over his kingdom, which is larger than any of us, bigger than our church and our denomination, broader even than the church in the whole world! "Yours is the kingdom"!

2. We also believe that God is POWERFUL.

We acknowledge this at the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer when we pray, “Our Father in heaven…” God is in heaven in a position of “glory, majesty, power and authority”. (Jude 25; cf. Rev 1:6, 2 Pet 5:11) God is almighty, all-powerful, omnipotent. This attribute of God is closely connected with his kingship. He is a powerful king, the Lord of all!

Again this is something to remember in our lives. Often there is plenty of reason for discouragement or anxiety. We wonder what the future will hold, for us, for our children and grandchildren. What will happen in our church, our workplace, on our farm, in our business? Will things be better or worse? Will we experience sickness or health? Adversity or prosperity? 

In the face of all these uncertainties we acknowledge that God is powerful; he is in control; he has all authority and dominion and rule. "Yours is the kingdom and the power..." 
This gives us hope for the future. 

God is king and he is powerful.

3. We also believe that God is GLORIOUS.

The word glory has two meanings. 
One meaning is "weight". God has weight, he is “heavy”, in the sense of being important, significant and having authority. 
The other meaning is radiant; God is splendid, bright and brilliant!

With this word we again look back to the opening words of this prayer, that God is "in heaven", in glory, majesty and splendor. As we close this prayer we say, "Yours is the glory."

God is very different from us.
Our lives are “but a breath”, as David wrote in Psalm 39; “Man is a mere phantom as he goes to and fro.” (v5f) But God is glorious, he is weighty.
We live in darkness but God lives in the brilliant radiant splendor of heaven!
By nature we focus on ourselves, our success, our achievements, what we have done and are doing. But this prayer directs us to God! The prayer is not, "Mine be the glory", but "Thine be the glory."
That is the focus of Psalm 115;
"Not to us, O Lord, not to us
but to your name be the glory."

Our greatest calling in life is to give God all the glory. Soli Deo Gloria – To God alone be the glory!
Is this the goal of your life and your family? 
Is this the orientation of your work and study? 
Is this the focus of our church and our worship services and all our activities? Many church buildings are dedicated "To the Glory of God". That is how it should be. But it is one thing to say that on a stone plaque on the church building, it is another to put that into practice in all we do. 

God is king, he is powerful, he is glorious, and 

4. He is ETERNAL. "Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever." God is eternal, he lives forever. 

There is a story of an army chaplain who wanted a chapel for his services. He found an old building and was given permission to use it. He recruited some soldiers to tidy it up. They went to work and eventually it was ready. Then the chaplain wanted an inscription written on the end wall and he asked if anyone had any ideas. A Scottish soldier said he would look after it. The chaplain came back the next day and on the end wall the soldier had written "Scotland Forever"! The chaplain found the soldier and told him that he really wanted something more biblical. The soldier said he knew what to do. When the chaplain came back the next day the inscription on the end wall read; "Scotland Forever and Ever"! 

The words "forever and ever" are certainly biblical, but in the Bible they are not used of Scotland, or indeed of any country on earth; they are used of God. 

God is eternal. He lives forever and ever. He is the one who was, and is, and is to come. He is the same, yesterday, today and forever. He has no beginning and no end. He will be forever, as will his kingdom, power and glory. 

God has promised that all who believe in Jesus Christ will be part of his eternal kingdom. If you trust in Jesus as your Lord and Saviour you will inherit eternal life, you will live forever in a new heaven and a new earth. This is the certain hope of the Christian. 

Many in our society have no hope for the future. This is why we have such a high suicide rate in NZ amongst young men; they feel they have nothing to live for. They are not the only ones. Many others in our society are pessimistic. They are concerned about global warming, pollution, our growing pile of rubbish, the depletion of oil reserves, the increase in crime and violence, the general breakdown of law and order, the disintegration of the family, rising unemployment, the instability of the world economy. All things considered they don't see much hope for the future.

It is true that human beings will never solve all these problems using their own minds and relying on their own resources. All the plans and schemes of men will come to nothing, just like the Tower of Babel in the book of Genesis and the city of Babylon in the book of Revelation. God will judge all the sinful endeavors of humankind.  

But all who believe in God know that he is powerful and eternal. His kingdom will continue to grow and increase. We need to be realistic about the world we live in, but we are not afraid. We know that there will continue to be wars and famines, sin and evil, but we do not despair because we know that the Lord Jesus will return and bring in a new heaven and a new earth.

5. Finally, we believe that God is FAITHFUL. This is why we close our prayer with the word, "Amen". The word "amen" is a Hebrew word that has been carried over into many modern languages, just as it is pronounced in Hebrew. 

When we say “amen” we are not merely signing off at the end of our prayer; it is not like a full stop or a way of concluding. 
Nor are we saying that we hope all this will happen, or that this is our wish, or that maybe this will come about. Our “amen” is much more than this. 

When you say “amen” you agree with what has been said; this prayer has your approval, your agreement. You confirm what you, or someone else, have prayed. You express your confidence that God will hear your prayer and act on it for his kingdom, his power, his glory. When we say "Amen" we mean, "This is sure to be", "This will truly happen."

The Hebrew word has a root meaning of something being firm or reliable. We are saying that our prayers are certain because God is faithful. "This is sure to be" because God is listening to my prayer.

By closing our prayer with "Amen" we are affirming our confidence in God the Father and the Son. We are declaring that we believe his promises are secure in our Lord Jesus Christ. "No matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘yes’ in Christ. And so through him the 'amen' is spoken by us to the glory of God." (2 Cor 1:20) All God's truth is confirmed and secure and sure in His Son.  

This is confirmed in John's vision of the Father and the Son in heaven: “Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing; ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory and power, forever and ever. Amen’.” (Rev 5:13f)

This is how the book of Revelation and the Bible ends. Having described God's kingdom and power and glory we hear our Lord Jesus promise; "Yes, I am coming soon." The apostle John responds; "Amen. Come Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.” (Rev 22:20f)

We close the Lord’s Prayer as we began it, by focusing on God and his glory; “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name… for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen."


